
MEXICO
SDAS BAJA PENINSULA BIRDS & GRAY WHALES 
March 2 - 9, 2020

Bordered by the Pacific Ocean, the Sonora, the Sea 
of Cortez and the State of California, 1,063-mile-
long Baja Peninsular is a land of beaches and 
deserts, wildlife and history . During this 8-day 
adventure, a post-festival trip for the San Diego Bird 
Festival, explore the best of Baja, home to over 400 
species of birds and 600 endemic plants, including 
the unique Boojum tree, towering Cardon cactus, 
and the contorted Elephant tree. Take part in one 
of the unique natural wonders of the world—the 
annual visit of gray whales which travel thousands 
of miles from the Arctic Ocean to the warm waters 
of Baja California’s lagoons to court, mate, give 
birth, and care for their young. 

• Seek out birds among the mangroves, shore, 
and prickly desert vegetation of the highlands, 
including the Crested Caracaras, Blue-footed 
Boobies, and possibly the Mangrove Warbler 
among others.

• See gray whales up close! Enjoy thrilling 
opportunities to encounter these gentle giants 
from a small boat.

• Walk through the scenic desert garden 
landscapes of gigantic granite boulders, Boojum 
trees, Cardon cacti and Elephant trees.

• Spend the night in Loreto, the oldest permanent 
settlement of the Californias, with its original 
mission building still standing. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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MARCH 4 - LORETO
Morning birding in local mud flats and mangroves 
that are home to many species of herons and egrets. 
Depart for Loreto. The road crosses an important 
agricultural area where Crested Caracaras are often 
seen perched on fence posts. Take a detour to Bahía 
Magdalena for an unforgettable experience—a boat 
ride in a gray whale sanctuary to view these giant 
mammals at arm’s length; some even let themselves 
be touched! Each year, gray whales travel thousands 
of miles from the Arctic Ocean to the warm waters 
of Baja California’s lagoons to court, mate, give birth 
and care for their young. During the boat excursion 
visit a sand island and bird-filled mangroves with 
Frigatebirds swelling their red throats. Continue to 
Loreto, the oldest mission and permanent settlement 
of the Californias. The city also served as the capital 
of the territory for over 100 years and the mission still 
stands today. The hotel is located on the waterfront. 
Overnight at Posada del Cortes. (BLD)

MARCH 2 - LOS CABOS
Upon arrival at Los Cabos International Airport, check 
into the hotel. The cozy colonial-style Tropicana Inn 
is one block from the pleasant town square, sided 
by a restored mission church. At 4 pm gather by the 
poolside of the hotel for an orientation and to meet 
your guide who will accompany the group throughout 
the program. Begin the birding experience before 
dinner. Follow the riverbed behind the hotel to the 
famed San José Estuary to spot Belding’s Yellowthroat, 
among others. Return to the hotel for a welcome 
dinner at the hotel’s lively well-known restaurant. 
Overnight at Tropicana Inn. (D)

MARCH 3 - LA PAZ
Before breakfast there will be an optional repeat of the 
estuary walk. Begin the journey north on the Carretera 
Federal Uno (Mexican Federal Highway 1), which 
runs the length of the 1,063-mile-long peninsula. The 
first stretch of the highway, the Los Cabos Corridor, 
connects San José del Cabo with the busy resort 
town of Cabo San Lucas and offers views of beautiful 
beaches dotted with luxury hotels. Take a brief detour 
from the highway to bird in a small wooded area near 
Medano Beach where Cape endemics may be sighted. 
In Cabo San Lucas, take a short boat excursion to reach 
the famous rock arch which marks the spot where 
“land ends and heaven begins.” Continue to the fertile 
oasis of Todos Santos, now home to many artists and 
art galleries. Change into local vans for an excursion to 
bird along the Todos Santos Lagoon in a subtropical 
ecosystem. End the day in La Paz with a sunset dinner 
in a beach “palapa” restaurant. Overnight at Hyatt Place. 
(BLD)
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MARCH 5 - SAN IGNACIO
The island-studded portion of the Sea of Cortez facing 
Loreto is protected by the Loreto Bay National Marine 
Park. Take a boat to encircle dramatic Coronado 
Island which offers azure waters, interesting geology, 
and a colony of sea lions. Among the bird highlights 
are Blue-footed Boobies and a large colony of nesting 
pelicans. Return to Loreto and continue the drive to 
San Ignacio. The variety of scenery makes the drive 
particularly interesting. Giant Cardon cacti dominate 
the landscape while the road swerves along the crystal 
clear blue waters of Bahia de Concepcion. Stop at 
one of its unspoiled beaches. Search mangroves, rich 
in bird life, for a possible glimpse of a Mangrove 
Warbler. Continue to Mulege, a mission settlement 
on a riverbed lined by a sea of palm trees. Brief stop in 
Santa Rosalia to see the old French Quarter, home of 
the French Boleo Company that established this copper 
mining town and brought over the prefabricated iron 
church designed by Mr. Eiffel. North of Santa Rosalia, 
depart from the blue waters of the Sea of Cortes and 
climb one of the steepest grades in the peninsula, 
leading to a plateau and the “Tres Virgenes” volcanoes, 
cones of red lava rock dotted with gracious white 
elephant trees. Sunset birding in the highlands among 
prickly desert vegetation before arriving to San Ignacio, 
a charming town that developed around its imposing 
18th century mission, still in use today in the midst 
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of a lush, tranquil 
oasis. The town 
plaza is filled with 
Indian laurel trees 
laden with birds. 
Overnight at Desert 
Inn. (BLD)

MARCH 6 - 
GUERRERO 
NEGRO
Spot typical oasis birds among date palms and along 
a freshwater river, possibly the last opportunity to 
spot the endemic Xantus’s Hummingbird. Depart 
for Guerrero Negro. Located in the Vizcaino World 
Biosphere Reserve, a wildlife refuge, Guerrero Negro 
is home to: the largest salt plant in the world, an 
immense salt marsh, and a whale sanctuary which 
receives record number of migrant gray whales each 
year. View shorebirds in one of the world’s largest 
bird migration destinations. A large number of osprey 
have become permanent dwellers.  With luck, witness 
a memorable sunset. Overnight at Halfway Inn. (BLD)

MARCH 7 - CATAVINA 
Depart for a second unforgettable excursion among 
gray whales in famed Scammon’s Lagoon Gray Whale 
Sanctuary which sees the highest number of whales. 
Birds may be spotted on the sand island enclosing 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR TO ENROLL
Visit holbrook.travel/sdas-mx20 or contact Jen Hajj at 
jenhajj@holbrooktravel.com or 800-451-7111 ext. 353

LAND PRICING

$3,340 (10 participants)

Cost includes meals, accommodations, and activities 
as indicated in the itinerary, in-country transportation, 
full time guide for duration of program, bottled water 
on the bus, and carbon offset.
Does not include international airfare estimated at 
$195 from San Diego, tips/gratuities, or items of a 
personal nature. 

Cost is based on double occupancy; for a single room 
throughout the trip add $445 per person. A $200 per 
person deposit and enrollment form are required to reserve 
your space on the trip. This deposit is refundable excluding 
a $100 cancellation fee until November 28, 2019 at 
which time non-refundable final payment is due.

THE FINE PRINT

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf 
of all participants traveling in 2018 or beyond. These 
plans help provide coverage once the trip has departed 
and offer benefits for Baggage/Personal Effects, 
Accident & Sickness Medical Expenses, Emergency 
Evacuation and more. 
Optional additional coverage is available in the form 
of the Group Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for 
Trip Cancellation/Interruption, in addition to many 
other insurance benefits and non-insurance assistance 
services. If interested in this optional plan, we can 
provide you with rates and plan details.

TRAVEL PROTECTION

the bay. After the boat trip, continue north entering 
the “Reserva de los Cirios” located in the enchanting 
Central Desert and named in honor of the endemic, 
tall, graceful Boojum tree, Baja’s signature plant. 
Arrive in the famed Cataviña boulder fields, where a 
combination of sun, sand, gigantic granite boulders, 
Boojum trees, cardon cacti and Elephant plants create 
a superb desert garden landscape. Stops are made to 
bird in this fascinating environment and to identify its 
rich desert vegetation. Enjoy the seclusion of the hotel 
location. Overnight at Mission Santa Maria. (BLD)

MARCH 8 - ENSENADA
Morning birding among the dense desert vegetation, 
along the riverbed, to reach a cave with simple rock 
art. Drive to San Quintín with a last chance to bird 
in a desert ecosystem. Leave behind a world of fantasy 
in the midst of unique vegetation, and enter coastal 
chaparral in a Mediterranean climate zone. The drive 
to Ensenada crosses an important agricultural area, 
Baja’s vegetable garden. Detour at San Telmo de Abajo 
to search for the endemic Gray Thrasher if not spotted 
already. Arrive to Estero Beach Resort located on a 
beautiful, bird filled sandy estuary in Bahia Todos 
Santos. Before dinner, bird along the lagoon. Overnight 
at Estero Beach Resort. (BLD)

MARCH 9 - SAN DIEGO 
Morning birding in the hotel grounds, along the 
rocky beach and in the marsh. In Ensenada, brief city 
tour and continue toward the border along the scenic 
highway stopping in Puerto Nuevo for a farewell lunch 
featuring local seafood. Cross the border into the 
United States and continue to bird along the Tijuana 
River, on the U.S. side at the Tijuana River Estuary. 
Depending on crossing time, a last birding opportunity 
may be at 7th St. Lagoon. End the journey in San 
Diego. (B)

This program includes optional carbon offsetting with 
ClimateSafe. Learn more at holbrooktravel.com/climatesafe 
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